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ABSTRACT 

 
Research on the impact of heat stress on animals has mainly been related to cattle, while sheep have been 

neglected and the impact of heat stress on sheep production is still insufficiently researched. There are 

numerous stressors related to the procedures and methods of breeding sheep in barns and pastures among 

them ambient temperature is the most important variable because its effect is exacerbated in the presence of 

high humidity. Thermal indices are useful for assessing the influence of weather parameters in a certain 

agroecological area, of which the temperature-humidity index proved to be the best thermal index for 

assessing the harmful effect of heat stress on the productive performance of animals. Sheep have good 

adaptability and they are resistant to harsh environmental conditions, still in addition to a certain tolerance to 

heat stress, high temperatures can negatively affect sheep, which most often leads to dehydration, reduced 

appetite, reduced milk production and increased risk of disease. Mechanisms that help sheep to survive the 

challenge of heat stress include morphological, behavioural, physiological, blood biochemistry and genetic 

bases of adaptation. Sheep can combat heat stress by seeking shade, drinking enough water, and properly 

ventilating the barn. Increasing the productivity of sheep by adapting various management strategies 

including housing and animal management and climate monitoring may enhance production capacity of the 

herd. Therefore, heat stress has a negative effect on sheep, temperatures will increase year by year, and 

therefore it is necessary to investigate the relationship between sheep production and heat stress in time, to 

improve sheep farming and make life easier in the days ahead. 

Keywords: climate change, temperature-humidity index, sheep production, adaptation, sheep management 

SAŽETAK 

 
Istraživanja uticaja toplotnog stresa na životinje su se uglavnom odnosila na goveda, pri čemu su ovce ostale 

zapostavljene i još uvek je nedovoljno istražen uticaj toplotnog stresa na ovčarsku proizvodnju. Brojni su 

stresori vezani za postupke i metode uzgoja ovaca u štalama i pašnjacima, među kojima je temperatura 

okoline najvažnija varijabla jer se njeno dejstvo pogoršava u prisustvu visoke vlažnosti.  ermalni indeksi su 

korisni za procenu uticaja vremenskih parametara na određenom agroekološkom području, od kojih se 

indeks temperature i vlažnosti pokazao kao najbolji termalni indeks za procenu štetnog uticaja toplotnog 

stresa na produktivne performanse životinja. Ovce poseduju dobru prilagodljivost i otporne su na oštre 

uslove životne sredine, ali i pored određene tolerancije na toplotni stres, visoke temperature mogu negativno 

uticati na ovce, što najčešće dovodi do dehidracije, smanjenog apetita, smanjenja proizvodnje mleka i 

povećanja rizika od bolesti.  ehanizmi koji pomažu ovcama da prežive izazov toplotnog stresa uključuju 

morfološke, bihejvioralne, fiziološke, biohemijske i genetske osnove adaptacije. Ovce se mogu boriti sa 
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toplotnim stresom tražeći hladovinu, pijući dovoljno vode i pravilnom ventilacijom staje.  ovećanje 

produktivnosti ovaca prilagođavanjem različitih strategija upravljanja uključujući smeštaj i upravljanje 

životinjama i praćenje klime može poboljšati proizvodni kapacitet stada. Dakle, toplotni stres ima negativan 

uticaj na ovce, temperature će iz godine u godinu sve više rasti i zato je neophodno na vreme istražiti odnose 

između ovčarske proizvodnje i toplotnog stresa, unaprediti ovčarstvo i olakšati život u danima koji nam 

dolaze. 

Ključne reči: klimatske promene, indeks temperature i vlažnosti, ovčarska proizvodnja, adaptacija, 

menadžment ovaca 

1. Introduction 

 Climate change can have a significant 

impact on animals. Increases in temperature, 

changes in rainfall and other factors can affect their 

feeding, reproduction, migration and survival. 
Animals must adapt to new conditions in order to 

survive. The impact of climate change on livestock 

production will depend on the magnitude and nature 

of the changes and can be mediated through direct 

effects on animals and indirect impacts on their 

environment; for example, through the quantity and 

quality of food. Among the environmental variables 

that affect animals, heat stress is a major factor that 

makes animal production challenging in many parts 

of the world. Heat stress is one of the most harmful 

factors that contribute to reduced growth, 

production, reproduction, quantity and quality of 

milk, as well as natural immunity, making animals 

more vulnerable to disease and even death. 

However, small ruminants have successfully adapted 

to this extreme environment and possess some 

unique adaptive traits due to behavioral, 

morphological, physiological and mostly genetic 

bases. However, complete information is lacking on 

how these animals can adapt and survive in new and 

changing environments (1).  

In general, sheep have good adaptability and 

they are resistant to harsh environmental conditions. 

Sheep adapt to extreme weather conditions through 

behavioral, morphological, physiological and mostly 

genetic bases (2,3). However, physiological and 

behavioral changes in response to hot environments 

affect the production of small ruminants (4). In 

general, sheep are raised on pastures in relatively 

large groups that rely on low inputs in terms of feed, 

water and labour, and possess a high 

thermotolerance compared to large ruminants. 
Globally, the number of sheep is increasing the most 

compared to other livestock, considering the 

problem of global warming and climate change, 

sheep can be crucial for maintaining the production 

of animal proteins, which will ensure the existence 

of mankind. Research on the impact of heat stress on 

animals has mainly been related to cattle, while 

sheep have been neglected and the impact of heat 

stress on sheep production is still insufficiently 

researched. In addition to a certain tolerance to heat 

stress, high temperatures can negatively affect 

sheep, which most often leads to dehydration, 

reduced appetite, reduced milk production and 

increased risk of disease. Sheep can combat heat 

stress by seeking shade, drinking enough water, and 

properly ventilating the barn. Therefore, heat stress 

has a negative effect on sheep, temperatures will 

increase year by year, and therefore it is necessary to 

investigate the relationship between sheep 

production and heat stress in time, to improve sheep 

farming and make life easier in the days ahead. 

 This review paper aims to provide an insight 

into the state of sheep production in conditions of 

heat stress, look at different mechanisms of sheep 

adaptation and strategies for improving sheep 

production in order to successfully deal with the 

global problem called heat stress. 

 

2. CLIMATE CHANGE AND LIVESTOCK 

PRODUCTION 

 The climate has changed several times in the 

geological past of the planet, which was influenced 

by various factors, from the composition of the 

atmosphere, through volcanic eruptions, reactions in 

the sun, etc. However, since the agricultural 

revolution 10,000 years ago, climatic conditions 

have not changed much. However, in the second half 

of the last century, it became clear that the climatic 

conditions were beginning to change too quickly. 

Since the beginning of the industrial revolution, in 

150 years the average temperature on earth has 



26
TH

 INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF THE MEDITERRANEAN FEDERATION FOR HEALTH AND 

PRODUCTION OF RUMINANTS FeMeSPRum, Novi Sad (Serbia), 20
th

 – 23
rd

 June, 2024 

26. MEĐUNARODNI KONGRES MEDITERANSKE FEDERACIJE ZA ZDRAVLJE I PRODUKCIJU 

PREŽIVARA FeMeSPRum, Novi Sad (Srbija), 20. – 23.jun 2024.godine 

ISBN  978-86-7520-611-8           

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VETERINARY REVIEW / VETERINARSKI PERGLED, Vol 5, No 1                                                                         43 
 

increased by 1°C (Figure 1.), which causes numerous changes in the climate. 

 

Figure 1. Changes in temperature since the beginning of the industrial revolution. 

 

 Scientists have proven that this does not 

happen naturally, but that humans are responsible 

for the increase in temperature. As much as 80% 

comes from the burning of fossil fuels, coal, oil and 

gas for the production of electricity, industry, 

heating and transport. Livestock contributes to 

almost 18% of total anthropogenic greenhouse gas 

emissions. If we do not stop burning fossil fuels, our 

planet will continue to heat up, which in the future 

will cause more frequent and powerful heat waves, 

more frequent droughts, melting of polar caps and 

glaciers, then rising sea levels, stronger and more 

destructive storms and more frequent floods. The 

confounding of greenhouse gas emissions by 

anthropogenic activities on climate change has 

fueled global research efforts regarding the 

contribution of livestock to global warming. Further 

efforts are needed to comprehensively assess the 

multiple impacts of climate change on different 

ecosystem components to gain a thorough 

understanding of this topic. 

Climate change is defined as a long-term 

imbalance in the normal weather conditions such as 

temperature, wind and precipitation characteristics 

of a particular region and is likely to be one of the 

major challenges facing humanity during the current 

century (5). Livestock production plays an important 

role in the global economy. The effects of climate 

change are not limited to crop production, but also 

affect livestock production. Therefore, livestock-

based food security is at risk in many parts of the 

world. Livestock react to environmental changes by 

changing their phenotypic and physiological 

characteristics. Therefore, the survival of an animal 

often depends on its ability to cope with or adapt to 

existing conditions. Therefore, in order to sustain 

livestock production in a climate-induced 

environment, animals must be genetically fit and 

have the ability to survive in diverse environments. 

(6). 

2.1. TYPES OF ENVIRONMENTAL STRESS 

IN SHEEP 

 There are numerous stressors related to the 

procedures and methods of breeding sheep in barns 

and pastures. The most significant stressors on farms 

and pastures come from unfavorable housing 

conditions, improper handling, veterinary and 

zootechnical measures and procedures (treatment, 

vaccinations, blood tests, operations, marking, 

weaning, grouping, clipping, tail trimming, hoof 

care), inadequate climatic conditions (extremes of 

heat and cold) and nutrition (7). The effect of these 

stressors is manifested in all life periods of sheep, 

but there are periods when they are subjected to 

additional loads and the animals are more 

susceptible to these stressors, such as partus, soon 

after birth, juvenile period, puberty, estrus, advanced 

pregnancy and puerperal period. Some stressors may 

be qualitatively physical components, such as 
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climate, while others involve certain procedures in 

handling procedures, such as manipulation of 

animals, introduction of new diet, new environment 

or new animals in the herd, etc. (7) Components that 

can cause stress in sheep are ambient temperature, 

humidity, air flow, solar radiation, etc., among 

which ambient temperature is the most important 

(8). In the livestock environment, ambient 

temperature is the most important variable because 

its effect is exacerbated in the presence of high 

humidity. Heat stress is defined as any combination 

of environmental parameters that create conditions 

that are higher than the temperature range of the 

animal's thermoneutral zone (TNZ). (9).   

2.2. SHEEP PRODUCTION IN THE 

CHANGING CLIMATE SCENARIO 

 Climate change affects sheep production 

both directly and indirectly. The production losses 

incurred for climate change in sheep could be 

attributed to the low pastures, low water availability 

and disease outbreaks (10). In general, sheep are 

raised in extensive farming systems, with a small 

percentage of intensive sheep farming. Much of the 

production is in extensive pastures where inputs are 

low and feed production and water supply vary with 

seasonal climate. Intensive ruminant production is 

more vulnerable to welfare and health impacts of 

climate changes through heat stress and there is a 

threat to both intensive and extensive systems of 

new or expanded exposure to pests and disease (11). 

The adaptive profiles of sheep have been well 

studied in different farming systems (12,13). Heat 

stress affects performance and productivity of small 

ruminants in all phases of production. The degree to 

which these stress impacts on productivity will differ 

between the agroecological regions and between 

production systems (14). Sheep possess superior 

ability to convert more fibrous and low-quality feed 

to meat than cattle. Native sheep breeds of arid and 

semiarid regions have higher adaptability to harsh 

environmental conditions compared to exotic breeds 

(15). Hence, appropriate breed selection is an 

effective tool to sustain production in the changing 

climatic conditions (16).  

Even though sheep show higher adaptation 

to harsh environment, the fast-changing climate 

could affect the sustainable production through low 

feed intake, variation in energy and mineral 

metabolism, alterations in water and protein 

balances, etc. (8,17). The key constraints such as 

thermal-, nutritional- and water-related stresses 

reduce productivity of the sheep in hot and dry 

regions (18, 19). In addition, the indirect effects of 

increased incidence of disease and parasite infection 

and reduced pasture availability also contribute to 

additional stress and produce decreased wool, milk 

and meat production in sheep (20). Since most of the 

sheep population are owned by poor sections of the 

society, loss of production may lead to severe 

poverty in rural areas (15).  Loss of production and 

reproduction in sheep during heat exposure can be 

partially explained by lower feed intake, but is also 

influenced by altered endocrine and metabolic 

status. Performance strongly affected by high 

temperatures includes a range of 

neuroendocrinological, physiological and behavioral 

responses, which affect the balance of animal 

functions (8). Such responses can promote 

alterations in the level of blood metabolites and 

metabolic hormones (21, 22, 23). Based on stated, 

among the various climatic factors, heat stress 

appears to be the main intriguing factor hindering 

modern sheep production. 

 

3. MEASUREMENTS OF SEVERITY OF 

HEAT STRESS IN SHEEP 

 Heat stress is defined as a condition in 

which the organism is exposed to ambient 

temperatures that are outside the biological 

optimum, which leads to the amount of heat 

produced in the body being greater than the amount 

consumed. In a state of heat stress, energy is spent 

on cooling, i.e. maintaining homeothermy, instead of 

maintaining productive traits. The animals perform 

efficiently in their thermoneutral zone. The zone 

above or below the critical temperature constrains 

the animal’s productivity as they undergo stress. 

Exposure of sheep to severe heat stress demands the 

metabolic system of body to dissipate the excess 

heat by increasing respiratory rate, sweat rate, rectal 

temperature and pulse rate (15). Various thermal 

indices like temperature-humidity index (THI), 

black globe-humidity index (BGHI), equivalent 

temperature index (ETI), environmental stress index 

(ESI), heat load index (HLI) and respiratory rate 

predictor (PRR) have been assessed for livestock 

considering the local weather condition including all 

cardinal weather parameters based on physiological 

adaptability (24). BGHI and THI is by far the best 

assessment tool to evaluate the effect of heat stress. 
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Black global humidity index (BGHI) refers to daily 

temperatures, relative humidity, degree of radiation 

and wind speed. BGHI is expressed as total solar 

radiation as a function of direct solar rays and the 

angle at which they fall on a certain surface (25). 

Temperature and humidity index (THI) is the 

simplest approach, which combines ambient 

temperature and relative humidity to assess the 

response of livestock productivity as a function of 

climate (26). As temperature and humidity are often 

readily collected, the minimal inputs make THI an 

easy tool for retrospective studies in most regions 

(27). The most reliable THI values for assessing the 

thermal load of sheep are described by Marai et al. 

(28): normal < 27.8, moderate 27.8–28.8, severe 

28.9–29.9 and very severe (emergency) ≥ 30.0.  It is 

important to recognise that thermal stress is not 

initiated by ambient temperature alone, and that 

there are a variety of cardinal weather variables that 

can assist in the assessment or prediction of high 

heat load (17). 

 It is assumed that an animal’s core 

temperature reflects the temperature of the main 

internal organs such as the heart, brain and viscera 

(29). Rectal temperature has long been used to 

evaluate core temperature and to quantify the heat 

stress response in livestock (30). Another common 

location for measuring core temperature is the 

vagina, which is well insulated and characterised by 

thermal gradients (31). Over the past decade, intra-

ruminal insertion of temperature sensors has 

emerged as a non-invasive alternative to the surgical 

implantation of devices (32), but research shows the 

potential impact of hyperthermia on rumen function 

in sheep (33). Measuring the heat emitted by the 

body is becoming more and more popular, and the 

thermal imaging camera has found its wide 

application. The thermal imaging camera represents 

a modern and non-invasive assessment of thermal 

status. Thermo-graphic images can be used to 

demonstrate an increase in body temperature and 

changes in blood flow related to stressful 

environmental conditions such as high heat load 

(34). In our previous research (35) carried out on 

sheep during the summer, the body surface 

temperature was measured by collecting images in 

different parts of the body-thermal window: eye 

temperature (ET), nose (NT), front leg (LT) and 

abdomen temperature (AT). Results shown that the 

abdomen and legs are good thermal windows 

because LT and AT are good summative responses 

to external ambient THI and internal metabolic 

changes in sheep under heat stress, with significant 

correlation with almost all examined blood 

parameters and with the THI, so it could be a 

suitable method in the non-invasive assessment of 

stress load in sheep. A range of subcutaneous 

microchips and other implantable devices are also 

being developed for the continuous measurement of 

body temperature in livestock (36, 37). However, all 

require surgical procedures for implantation. In 

addition to their invasive nature, subcutaneous 

temperature is influenced by environmental 

conditions and physiological state as this directly 

effects the flow of blood to the skin (38). The 

development of predictive model software which 

facilitates ease of data collection, management and 

integration would be a key milestone in adopting 

this technology at an industry level. The associated 

costs of these technologies and their comparable 

relationship to core temperature is likely to be a key 

determinant in which technologies provide the most 

helpful information in preventing and managing heat 

stress (27). 

4. DIFFERENT MECHANISMS OF SHEEP 

ADAPTATION 

 Among species, sheep and goats are 

considered less sensitive to heat stress than cattle 

(39, 40). In brief, the adaptation is the level of 

tolerance to survive and reproduce under extreme 

living conditions (41). Sheep are very rustic animals 

that can cope with such an environment. However, 

full information on how these animals can adapt and 

survive to the novel and transforming environments 

are lacking. The adaptation of sheep breeds to 

different locations/climates depends upon 

temperature, humidity, vegetation and wool cover 

and resistance/susceptibility to various diseases. 

Sheep breeds can tolerate a wide range of climate 

and convert poor-quality forage into quality animal 

protein. These characters favour their rearing under 

extensive system among poor rural people in harsh 

climate (42). There are several phenotypic and 

genotypic characters which impart the adaptive 

potential to an animal, thereby allowing it to cope 

with harsh conditions. Basically, adaptation involves 

morphological, behavioral and genetic capacity of 

the animal for change (6). The adaptive process can 

be expanded to include: 1) morphological, 2) 

behavioural, 3) physiological, 4) blood biochemistry 

and 5) genetic bases of adaptation (Figure 2). These 

mechanisms help sheep to survive the heat stress 
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challenges. Morphological adaptations are physical 

changes that occur over many generations of animals 

that enhance its fitness in a given environment. Body 

size and shape, coat and skin color, hair type, and fat 

storage are among the main morphological 

adaptation in sheep (43). Body size and shape are 

the most dominant morphological characteristics 

influencing the thermoregulatory mechanisms of 

farm animals in extremely hot environments. The 

authors stated that animals with larger body size 

have lower metabolic rate than that of smaller 

animals and gain heat at a slower rate (44, 45). The 

coat and skin color characteristics of sheep that have 

evolved in tropical and desert areas are different 

from those that evolved in temperate climates. For 

instance, the loose, open fleece of hair and wool of 

Awassi sheep enhances heat loss via convection 

(46). Wool is a natural indicator of short-term stress 

exposure within the sheep’s natural environment. 

Wool fibres reduce in microns at the point of stress 

caused by individual events or through a 

combination of factors (nutrition, disease or 

pregnancy) (9). Most of the time, fat tails and rump 

fat are considered as an adaptive response of animals 

to extreme environments and are used as a valuable 

energy reserve for the animal during migration and 

winter. About 25% of the world’s sheep population 

comprises fat-tailed breeds (47). 

Behavioral adaptation is recognized as the 

first and foremost response adopted by animals to 

reduce heat load (48). One of the most quick and 

profound behavioral changes seen in heat stressed 

animals is shade seeking. The stressed animals 

attempt to ameliorate the negative effects of direct 

heat load by using shade whenever they can access 

to it (6). When animals are exposed to high 

temperatures, reduction of feed intake will occur. 

Reducing feed intake is a method of adaptation to 

decrease heat production in the warm environment 

as the heat increment of feeding is an important 

source of heat production in ruminants (49). 

Generally, heat stressed animals tend to spend more 

time standing so that they can reorient themselves in 

different directions to avoid direct solar radiation 

and ground radiation. In addition, the standing 

position also obstructs the conductive heat transfer 

into the animal body due to the presence of a layer 

of air adjacent to the skin, and also facilitates the 

dissipation of body heat load to the surroundings by 

increasing the amount of skin exposed to air flow or 

wind (6). Higher drinking frequency and increased 

water intake were reported for various livestock 

species during summer (48). Breeds adapted to 

desert regions compensate higher water loss during 

periods of high heat load by concentrating urine 

(50).

 

 
Figure 2. Different adaptive mechanisms of sheep to heat stress.
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Animals possess a variety of physiological 

adaptation mechanisms in the reduction of heat load. 

Change in heart rate, respiration rate, skin 

temperature and rectal temperature are the key 

parameters that indicate the mechanism of 

physiological adaptation in sheep. Rectal 

temperature is a good index of body temperature 

even though there is a considerable variation in 

several parts of the body score at different times of 

the day. In heat-stressed environments, respiratory 

rate is the first thermoregulation mechanism used by 

sheep to help them maintain their body temperature 

(51). Exposure of sheep to hot environment also 

increased skin temperature. This higher skin 

temperature could be directly attributed to the 

vasodilatation of skin capillary bed to enhance the 

blood flow to the skin periphery for facilitating heat 

transfer to the surroundings (48). When the 

physiological mechanism fails to alleviate the effect 

of heat load, the body temperature may increase to a 

point at which animal well-being is compromised. 

Body temperature is a good measure of heat 

tolerance in animals, as it represents the result of all 

heat gain and heat loss processes in the body (51). 

Blood metabolite concentrations are one of 

the main regulators of animal adaptation to HS 

challenges. HS significantly changes glucose 

homeostasis in animals, the results of the effect of 

high ambient temperature on the blood glucose 

(GLU) content of sheep are conflicting. Maraii et al. 

(52) found in Ossimi sheep that blood GLU levels 

were significantly higher in summer than in winter. 

Some other studies showed that blood GLU 

decreased significantly with different percentages (in 

Chios sheep and crossbred Chios x Ossimi) (53). 

Srikandakumar et al. (54) examined the effect of HS 

on the metabolism of Omani and Merino sheep, 

where they observed that HS increased GLU in 

Merino but decreased it in Omani sheep. Which 

means that a variety of variables can affect GLU 

metabolism, including breed, age, breeding, 

hormones, physiological state (i.e. pregnancy, 

lactation, malnutrition and disease), and the most 

important nutritional influences. Total lipid 

concentration significantly decreases in ruminants 

with prolonged exposure to high ambient 

temperature, especially cholesterol values. The 

concentration of total proteins increases in HS. 

Salem et al. (53) observed that serum total proteins 

levels were higher during hot summer than winter in 

Chios lambs and crossbred Chios x Ossimi in Upper 

Egypt. Another important metabolic regulator is 

non-esterified fatty acids (N FA) in plasma and 

serum (55). Endocrine responses are one of the main 

regulators of animal adaptation to HS challenges. 

Cortisol, the main glucocorticoid, is mainly 

produced in the adrenal cortex, is considered an 

important stress marker, and participates in various 

bodily functions, including immune responses and 

protein, carbohydrate, and fat metabolism (56). 

Under conditions of HS, it is common to observe a 

decrease in the levels of thyroid hormones T3 and 

T4, both responsible for mediating animal 

metabolism, as a mechanism to reduce metabolic 

heat production (57). Indicators of the functional 

state of the liver are the concentration of bilirubin 

and the activity of enzymes in the blood, which can 

also indicate metabolic stress.  The effects of HS on 

blood metabolite concentrations vary widely across 

studies, making it difficult to explain the metabolic 

adaptations made by sheep to survive and adapt to 

hot climates (35). 

 The adaptive capability of sheep is 

determined by their genetic potential. The research 

findings from one type of sheep may not be 

necessarily applicable to the other kind of sheep. 

Another limitation is that most of the studies were 

for short term and conducted in laboratories located 

in the temperate zone on British/Merino breeds (15). 

Adaptation in terms of genetics refers to the 

heritable traits of animal characteristics that favor 

the survival of populations (58). Adaptation traits 

are usually characterized by low heritability. Genetic 

variation in a population provides flexibility to adapt 

to the changing environment and it is crucial for the 

survival of the population over time (51). The 

genetic basis of heat adaptation is poorly 

understood. Evidence from different researchers 

indicated that the role of genetics in determining an 

individual’s capability to adapt to the stressed 

environment is very complicated. As a result, in the 

cellular energy, mitochondria play a central role as a 

facilitator of energy metabolism (59). Genome and 

genomic studies help to investigate thermo-tolerance 

genes and genomic regions that play a significant 

role for regulation of body temperature in small 

ruminants (60).  

5. MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES TO 

COUNTER HEAT STRESS IN SHEEP  

 Substantially increasing the productivity of 

these animals by adapting various management 
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strategies including housing and animal management 

and climate monitoring may enhance production 

capacity of the flock, and hence better output can be 

expected from the animals in terms of meat, wool, 

milk and number of offspring (15). Simultaneously 

efforts are also needed to identify the most 

appropriate strategies for a particular location and 

the other factors that influence the genetic merits of 

animals that question their survival in a particular 

environment (61). The management strategies can be 

categorized as: housing management, nutritional 

modifications, genetics and breeding, and health 

management (Figure 3). 

The housing must reduce the quantum of stress 

during adverse environmental condition and provide 

a suitable environment for the animals to survive 

and produce optimally. Under housing management, 

the type of shelter, availability of shade, ventilation 

and light availability inside the shed are considered 

as the major factors affecting the productivity of the 

animal. At times of heat stress during summer, water 

and shade availability around the shed are crucial 

factors (15). Supplementation of sheep diets with 

vitamin and mineral, especially with Vit E and Se at 

supranutritional levels successfully reduced heat-

induced oxidative stress. Chauhan et al. (62) study 

suggests that supranutritional levels of antioxidants 

(specifically Vit E and Se) are needed to alleviate 

the negative effects of heat stress on redox 

homeostasis in sheep. Also, seasonal specific 

feeding is one of the factors to be considered in 

nutrition management. Apart from these factors, 

selection of breed is given primary importance as 

sheep farming nowadays is production oriented. So 

selecting the genetically superior breeds for a given 

trait like meat, wool, milk and adaptation capability 

is advisable to get desirable income (30). A key 

component of adaptation, however, is the genetic 

ability of an organism to survive under stressful 

conditions. Genetic selection for heat tolerance 

would provide a sustainable means of augmenting 

feeding and/or housing modifications (63). In a 

review of such strategies, Gaughan (64) suggests to 

identify existing local breeds that are already 

adapted to production under environmental stresses 

and to allocate stress-adaptive genes in these breeds 

would provide a way forward. Subsequently, 

selection signatures for thermotolerance can be 

identified through functional genomics and 

productive breeds improved through cross-breeding 

with resilient genotypes and incorporation of stress-

tolerant genes (65). Health and also disease status 

has to be monitored regularly. Animal management 

itself is another important factor to be considered. 

Way of handling the animal that include transport, 

shearing and sorting imparts a major effect on the 

productivity of the animal.

Figure 3. Management strategies to improve sheep production 
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6. CONCLUSIONS 

Ruminant production systems will need to 

adapt as the climate continues to change, in line with 

the expectation that they will also contribute to the 

goals of reducing greenhouse gases and minimizing 

other negative environmental impacts. The projected 

increase in extreme weather events and changes in 

the availability, composition and quality of food, as 

well as in animal nutrition will affect the availability 

of animal products and the food supply. These 

effects are likely to be greatest in developing 

countries where population and food demand are 

greatest. Given that sheep are more resistant to heat 

stress than cattle, it is inevitable that they will 

represent the main source of animal protein in the 

coming days. Accordingly, it is necessary to 

understand to what extent and in what way heat 

stress affects sheep production, examine adaptive 

mechanisms in detail and work on strategies to 

improve sheep production. This review will provide 

researchers with a basis for predicting when sheep is 

under heat stress. The only conditions modern 

humans have ever known so far, are changing, and 

changing fast. What we do now, and in the next few 

years will profoundly affect the next few thousand 

years. 
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